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It has been a pleasure servicing as Treasurer for the American Medical Writers 
Association (AMWA) over the past year, and I am pleased to provide this financial 
report for the 2019-2020 fiscal year, which ended June 30, 2020. 

I begin this report acknowledging that during the last 2 quarters of the fiscal year, the 
COVID-19 pandemic caused severe disruption to everyday life and a recession. The 
leadership of AMWA quickly put a plan in place to minimize the impact of the pandemic. 
AMWA staff successfully converted to a remote work environment, and expenses were 
curtailed. Meetings and travel plans were cancelled, and vacant staff positions were put 
on hold. 

The success of the 2019 annual conference in San Diego, popularity of live webinars, 
increase in membership, and careful management of expenses helped to sustain 
AMWA through this uncertain time. The full financial effects of the COVID-19 pandemic 
may not be experienced until next year. 

Financial Performance 

AMWA’s net income for the 2019-2020 fiscal year was $448,106, with significant 
investment gains contributing to the results. 

Revenues 

Overall, revenues exceeded budget expectations by 6%, largely because of the success 
of the annual conference. Membership income, annual conference income, and 
education and certificate program income continue to be AMWA’s major sources of 
revenue, providing 89% of AMWA’s program revenue. Net investment income of 
$115,074 accounted for 5% of AMWA’s total revenue (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1. Sources of program revenue for the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2020. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

2020 CONFERENCE COVERAGE
Freelance Focus: 
Jam Session for Seasoned Freelancers � Brian Bass, with  

commentary from Cathryn D. Evans, Sherri Bowen,  

and Melissa L. Bogen 

Walter C. Alvarez Award Address: 
Every Person Is a Patient: Finding the Story in the Science  
� Mary Elizabeth Williams 

John P. McGovern Award Address: 
Learning Curves � Lisa Sanders

Session Reports:
• Tricks and Tips for Time Management 

• Low-Cost and Low-Effort Ways to Create Infographics  
and Visually Appealing Slides 

• A Powerful Combination: The Value of the Writer-Editor 
Partnership

• Editing: Hard Knowledge, Soft Skills 

• Collaborative Writing: Ensure Success With an  
Effective Strategy

• Strategies for Effective Risk Communication 

• Mentoring Programs: One Size May Not Fit All 

• Analysis of Mentoring: From Marginal to Maximal 

• Knowing Which Button to Push: Communicating the  
Value Proposition of Medical Writing 

• What the Best Medical Writers Know About  
Nonclinical Data 

EXHIBITOR PRECIS

FEATURE
Cabells Scholarly Analytics Is a Force of Knowledge Against 
Predatory Publishing—An Interview With Simon Linacre  
� Mary Kemper 
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AMWA JOURNAL MISSION STATEMENT 

In support of the mission of the American Medical 

Writers Association (AMWA) and to advance the broader 

profession, the AMWA Journal publishes content that 

reflects the interests, concerns, and expertise of medical 

communicators. Its purpose is to inform, inspire, and 

motivate medical communicators.
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